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Atimn which is realisable as Pure Awareness when
we are neither rambling with our hopes and ambitions
in the uncertain lands of the unborn time (the future)
nor when we are identifying ourselves with a team of
ghost-like memories, recruited from the cremation-
ground of dead moments, months and years which
constitute our past.
We become aware of the Eternal Awareness in
us to be ourselves only when we cut away our mean-
ingless chains with the past and stop our dangerous
flirtations with the unborn future, through the cob-
webs of silky hopes, ambitions and desires. In short,
the contents of an immediate moment is Eternity or
Immortality. To capture a moment without the
shackles borrowed from the past or the future, and
to thus become fully aware of the moment in itself
and, as such, is the culmination of the pilgrimage of
a Sadhaka. This is called Samadhi and the experience
gained therein is the Experience of Truth.
Nachiketas, now it is clear, must have spent many
days and nights pondering constantly upon the
happenings about and ground him, as well as those
within him. The all-witnessing Presence of Divinity,
the Prompter, the Controller and the Regulator of
our memories and yearnings, in short, the Recogniser
of the future and the past, the Atman in us, is the
theme indicated by the question.
Supremely self-confident of his own perfect book
knowledge (Sastra Gyan) Nachiketas is carefully
warning Lord Death not to repeat what the Sastrqs